Regis

Week 1 – Van Gogh Ear Offering

[Opening Music]
Vincent dreamed of creating an artists' union of painters who lived and worked together, so he moved to the little yellow house.  The rent was cheap and the rooms were full of light.  Vincent would go for days living on bread and coffee and, in the evenings, absinthe. 

The frenzied activity of work and solitude began to take its toll.  Vincent found himself behaving strangely, sipping on turpentine and eating paint.  

I think one has to remember that painters can get very addicted to the fumes of turpentine and also paint.  He was sticking his paintbrush in his mouth.  He'd paint…stick the paintbrush in his mouth.  The paint contained lead; and lead poisoning can do very, very serious damage to the nervous system.

Theo feared for his brother's health and struck a deal with Paul Gauguin, Vincent's friend from Paris.  He offered him a modest allowance to go to Arles and live with Vincent in his little yellow house.  Within a month of his arrival, the two were arguing constantly.  

On December 23rd, in the middle of a terrible argument, Gauguin turned and walked out of the house.  He walked for a while when suddenly he heard footsteps behind him.  He turned and saw Vincent holding an open razor.  The two stared at each other for some time, and then Van Gogh turned and ran back to the house.  
Hours later, Vincent went to the local brothel, carrying a grizzly offering for a prostitute named Rachel.  With blood pouring from the side of his head, he tenderly handed her his ear, saying simply, "Keep this object carefully."
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