Regis

Week 1 - Van Gogh Starry night


Theo had two adjoining rooms prepared for Vincent at the asylum. One served as his studio, the other as his living quarters. On May 8th, 1889, he began painting in the hospital gardens. He wrote, "Dear Theo, I'm always filled with remorse, terribly so, when I think of my work that is so little in harmony with what I should have liked to do." 
When Vincent looked out the bars of his window he painted "Wheat Field With a Reaper. He saw the reaper as death, and he painted him with a slight smile. In November Vincent was finally invited to exhibit his paintings in Brussels, along with Renoir, Cézanne, and [Lautrec]. He sent six paintings. Two of the paintings were the "Irises" and the Starry Night." The "Irises" had help him stave off his fear in the Gardens of San Rémy. The "Starry Night" was inspired by a dream. The sight of stars always made Vincent dream. He felt that just as we take a train to go to Tarascon or go to Rouen, we take death to go to a star. 
On July 29th, 1890, at 1:30 in the morning, Vincent Van Gogh died in the arms of his beloved brother. He was 37 years old. 
PAGE  
1

